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Cataloging and Indexing at GPO: Overview

Alntroduction

AWhat GPO Catalogs
AGPO Cataloging Policies
AHow to Get GPO Records

AMore Information

Please provide feedback using askGPO: https://www.gpo.gov/askgpo
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Introduction: Library Technical Services Staff
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Cataloging and Indexing Program (C&I) Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP)

AMandate: A catalog of all Government AMandate: Free distribution of Government
publications. publications to depository libraries.
AScope: All published Federal information AScope: All published Federal information
dissemination products, not confidential dissemination products which are of public
in character. interest or educational value and produced
AResources are not necessarily distributed. using Federal funds.

AResources are distributed, but not necessarily
in tangible format.

Acquisitions policy: https://www.fdlp.gov/file-repository/3875-scope-of-
government-information-products-included-in-the-cataloging-and-
indexing
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What GPO Catalogs
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AA large number of Federal
Government publications are in
scope to be cataloged.

AWe can only catalog publications that
we know about !

AWe acquire materials for C&I when
agencies submit their publication
orders to GPO.

A Some publications are “fugitives”
that do not follow this process.

A Online publications are particularly
likely to bypass our office.
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What GPQOatalogs

ATangible resources

A ALL tangible resources shipped to Federal depository libraries.

APrint versions of resources that are not distributed, or are only distributed in other
formats (online or microfiche).

AHistoric materials from our legacy collections and cataloging partnerships.
AlIf you have a fugitive tangible document, report it using askGPO.

AOnline resources
A Online versions of tangible distributed resources.
A Document Discovery submissions by Federal agencies.
A Online acquisitions, “distributed” as online resources only.
Alf you find an online resource that has not been cataloged, report it using askGPO.
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Catalog of U.S. Government Publications (CGP)
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